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Tangier. The Marquis of Estella toured the territory and
announced that in this as well as in the western zone there
were positions that should disappear, being useless. He ar-
rived in Melilla on the 18th of July, and almost at the same
time Franco landed. By that time the rumour had spread that
Primo de Rivera had the intention of withdrawing from the
positions of Beni-Said and Tafersit to the boundary of the
Kert. "Spain," declared the Premier, "cannot continue to
maintain her soldiers in isolated crags that cost so much
trouble to supply. I have been confirmed in my convictions,
which are the result of a conscientious study of the problem/'
On his visit to Ben Tieb the Marquis of Estella was able
to observe the reaction his plan had on the soldiers. Some
significant posters at the entrance to the encampment ex-
pressed the fervent desire of the shock troops. "The Legion
never retreats.'7 The Banners were drawn up there with
their Commander at their head. He delivered a speech of
greeting.
"The soil we stand on. Sir/' Franco said, "is Spanish
soil, because it has been obtained at the highest price and
paid for with the dearest of coin: Spanish blood,
"When we ask to go forward, it is not for our comfort
and convenience, for we know well that in executing the
order to advance we must serve in the vanguard, and that
the road of conquest is watered by our blood and accom-
panied by the dead we leave by the wayside.
"We reject the idea of retreat, because we are convinced
that Spain is now in a position to dominate the zone that
belongs to it, and impose its authority in Morocco/'
During the luncheon in honour of the distinguished guest,
an incident occurred which would have been serious had
Franco not intervened, succeeding in settling it amicably
and skilfully to the satisfaction of all. But in case Primo de
Rivera considered the occurrence deserving of censure, the